Poster Layout

The proper arrangement of information creates the coherence in a poster. Constructing a coherent poster makes it easy for your audience to move from one section to another and to see the relationship between them.

English speaking readers read text from left to right and top to bottom. Keep this in mind when arranging the information on your poster. The headings for each section should stand out and contain enough information to allow your viewer to scan your poster quickly. The graphic below shows the pattern of information flow in reading a three-column poster. 
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Separating the columns with blank space or colored space allows the viewer to quickly pick up the pattern and the arrangement of the content in your poster. See example below. Section headings help the viewer to become oriented immediately.

Layout example.
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Choosing an overall layout that is appropriate to you main topic is an important step. The following four graphics are representations of basic layout designs that can help a viewer to quickly learn the flow of your poster and read the information contained in it.
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Process or Series = Vertical Columns. Flow is left to right.
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Contrast = Two fields. Compare/Contrast subjects or images i.e. Old vs. New.
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News or Information = Horizontal rows. Flow is left to right and top to bottom.
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Demonstration = Centered image with explanations on the sides or all around the central graphic or image.

Poster Graphic Elements

The most important elements of a poster are the use of visuals (images, graphs, font size and color). The effective use of visuals makes your poster easy to read. The balance and placement of text and graphics helps to make your poster aesthetically pleasing to look at. Visuals and their headings should stand-alone and be able to tell the story by themselves or with a minimum of text. 

Often the first things people read are the images and graphs and then move on to the texts. Capture your audience attention immediately by communicating information quickly. Keep graphs clean and simple and use numbers sparingly. Graphic hierarchies, BIG = important, small = subordinate. 

Graphics example 1.

The information on the right hand side of the following poster could have been easier to understand had the researcher used simple graphics to demonstrate relationships. The dark background makes the text difficult to read.
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OBJECTIVE

The primary objective of this project was to conduct a
survey to determine presence and distribution of Tobacco
ringspot virus (TRSV), Tomato ringspot virus (ToRSV),
Raspberry bushy dwarf virus (RBDV), Tobacco streak virus
(TSV), Tomato spotted wilt virus (TSWV), and Impatiens
necrotic spot virus (INSV) in blackberry cultivars in the
Southeastern United States.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Survey 1: Virus survey was conducted in 2001 and 2002
in North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia to
determine presence of TRSV, ToRSV, RBDV, TSV, TSWV
INSV in blackberry cultivars Arapaho, Apache, Black
, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Chester, Kiowa, Lochness,
Navaho, Rosborough, Shawnee and Triple Crown.

Sample collection: Tissue samples were collected from
primocanes, floricanes, roots and seeds from
tomatic blackberry plants; and (2) primocanes and
es from asymptomatic blackberry plants.

detection: Samples were tested by DAS-ELISA
creen Kits from Agdia, Inc., Elkhart, IN, USA. (Fig.

Samples with A5 higher than 3 x + 2 s (x =
ealthy control; s = standard deviation) were
ositive (Sutula et al., 1986).

urteen symptomatic blackberry plants were
03 at Cunningham Research Station,
amples were collected from these plants
d ELISA test was conducted to determine
bution of viruses from 2003 to 2004.

Multlple infections with Tobacco Ringspot Virus and Tomato ringspot virus showmgB crum
fruit, oak leaf pattern and small distorted leaves and C. Yellow blotches, vein chlorosis, ringspots

RESULTS
eThree viruses were found to be present in the
southeastern U.S., TRSV, ToRSV and RBDV.
eThe geographical distribution of ToRSV, RBDV, TSV,
TSWV and INSV in North Carolina, South Carolina and
Virginia is summarized in Fig. 1.
e The incidence of TRSV, ToRSV, RBDV, TSV, TSWV and
INSV in three Southeastern states is summarized in Table
i,
e In North Carolina three viruses were identi
blackberry samples: TRSV was detected in 57% of
tested, followed by ToRSV (46%) and RBDV
(Table 19
n South Carolina two viruses were identified in
blackberry samples: ToRSV (62%) and TRSV (Table 1).
No blackberry samples tested positive for TSV and
WV in locations where virus survey was conducted.
‘erences in virus incidence were detected among
rs
cidence of TRSV in North Carolina was the highest
rs Arapaho and Apache (>50%) while in South
was detected in Arapaho, Chester, Chickasaw,
ind Rosborough.
as detected in eight cultivars in North Carolina
paho, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Kiowa, Navaho,
Triple Crown), and in twelve cultivars in
1 (Apache, Arapaho, Black Satin, Choctaw,
hester, Kiowa, Lochness, Navaho,
wnee and Triple Crown).
tected only in North Carolina in Arapaho,
kasaw cultivars.
incidence in various plant parts
ies, roots and seed) are shown in
sily detectable in all plant parts
of ToRSV was higher in roots than in

ied in
plants
(0.9%)

was detected in blackberry
\a and South Carolina. In both
sitive for TRSV and ToRSV.
ultiple infections of TRSV,
Fid.. 3.

ve in all three states but
gh Koch’s postulates is

this virus is not shown.
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'Fig. 1. Distribution of TRSV, ToRSV,
TSV, RBDV, INSV and TSWV in the

'southeastern U.S. !
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'Table 2. Seasonal distribution of TRSV ToRSV and RBDV

‘2003 2004.

' Z = Leaves from the tip of floricane; Y =

. STATE
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What was the first thing that you looked at when you first saw this poster? 

Did you wish to continue “reading” the poster after you saw the tables? Amount of text?

Graphics example 2.
The information on the left and the right hand side of the following poster could have been easier to understand had the researcher used simple graphics to demonstrate relationships. 
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What was the first thing that you looked at when you first saw this poster? 

 Did you wish to continue “reading” the poster after you saw the tables?

Should your audience have to decipher information from your poster?

Graphics example 3.
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What was the first thing that you looked at when you first saw this poster? 

 Did you wish to continue “reading” the poster after you saw the tables?

Does the amount of text make you want to turn away or quickly skim the paragraphs?

Is the balance of text and graphics pleasing?

Poster Text

Titles and headings should be made up of few words in order to help the reader find information at a glance. Improve legibility with the correct font and font size for each element of your poster: Title, Paragraph headings and graphics, body text.

Title – Should be short and eye catching. Use sans serif fonts such as Arial or Helvetica. San serif fonts are easier to read from a distance. The title and heading should be legible from at least five feet away. Make the title font size no less than 90pt. 

Paragraph headings and graphics titles – Paragraph headings should be slightly smaller than the poster title but no less than 36pt. Use sans serif fonts for headings. Headings of the same importance should always be the same font and the same size.

Body text – You must judge how close a reader must be to read the smallest piece of data. Use serif fonts such as Times or Courier. Serif fonts are easier to read in paragraph format. 

Text Example 1.
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Where possible, minimize text and use images and graphs to tell the story instead. Remember, the audience may only scan your poster. Eliminate nonessential text information in favor of emphasizing phrases in active voice and graphics.

Text Example 2.

Minimize text. Use images and graphs as the main focus of you poster. Use phrases in active voice rather than sentences. By using larger font size this researcher would have been forced to use less text and better images and graphs to share the same information. Remember, you are creating a poster, not writing a journal article
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How much would you read while standing in front of this poster?

Are the graphs displayed as well as they could be displayed?

What feature is most important in this poster? Text or graphic elements?

Color

Use color to unify the related elements of your poster. Use color to create the coherence and to guide the audience through the sections of your poster. Don’t use color arbitrarily. Less is more. Use no more than three colors including the background color. The background color should be a light color to help to contrast the text. 

Color choices can make or break a poster. Purposeful use of color is important to attract attention and to keep the viewer interested.

Color Example 1.
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Keep the background simple. Text should be legible. Everything about the above poster seems fine with the exception of the background image. It is much too busy and there is not enough contrast with the text to be able to read easily.

What is the first thing that you looked at when you saw this poster?

Color Example 2.

In the following example, there is sufficient contrast between the background and the text but who would want to look at this color green for very long. Consider your audience. Make your work a pleasing thing to look at.
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Use color to “bring them in” and keep them interested such as the poster below.
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Poster Production Basics

Software:

Microsoft PowerPoint – Most popular software for poster production.


Pros.
Easy to use (familiarity)



Templates for “slides” are available with color and layout choices



Multiplatform


Cons.

Slide presentation size format is the default. This is not a print output program.

Must be exported to PDF, TIFF or JPEG format before printing. Formatting may change or elements may disappear during export.

There may be some font incompatibility between platforms. Fonts that you choose may not exist in other computers. Substitutions will occur unless you export PDF, TIFF or JPEG on your computer before taking you file to the printing service.

Adobe Illustrator, Adobe PhotoShop and Adobe InDesign – Print layout programs.


Pros.
Made to output print products



Files are stable between platforms


Cons.
These programs are complex and time consuming to learn



Expensive and may not be available

Printing:

Export file to PDF, TIFF of JPEG format before printing. Most services will not accept a PowerPoint file. Exporting can be done during the final “Save As” step. Simply Choose from the file formats mentioned above (PDF, TIFF or JPEG)).

Poster Printing is available for you in the Digital Media Lab of D. H. Hill Library. 

DML – 513-3855.
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