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Interviewee: KIT SWINSON CLARKE 

Interviewer: Yona R. Owens 

Interview Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 

Location: Raleigh, North Carolina 

Length: Approximately 40 minutes  

 

 

THE INTERVIEWEE A native of Duplin County, N.C., Kit Clarke was married to Lewis 

Clarke for a little over 20 years. She assisted in the beginning years of the practice that became 

Lewis Clarke Associates (LCA) with bookkeeping, typing plant lists, correspondence, and 

payroll. In the 1970s, Clarke opened Reader’s Corner, a famous second hand bookstore in 

Raleigh. She sold the business in the 1990s and is retired.   

 

THE INTERVIEWER Yona R. Owens is the Lewis Clarke Oral Histories project manager at 

North Carolina State University Libraries’ Special Collections Research Center (SCRC). 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INTERVIEW The interview was conducted at Clarke’s home in 

Raleigh, N.C. She was a bit nervous at first, but offers much about the period.  

 

CONTENT OF THE INTERVIEW The interview questions allowed Clarke to recount her 

association with Lewis Clarke and how, as a woman in the insurance industry, she ran her own 

business in the 1950s. She shares what it was like to live in Clarke’s Darien Drive house design. 

 

NOTE ON RECORDING I used the SCRC's Edirol R-09 recorder, recording in stereo. I 

recorded the interview as a WAV file, and the quality is quite good. There were no interruptions. 

 


