
ABSTRACT 

 

SCRC Series: Lewis Clarke Oral Histories Project – MC 00191 

Field Notes: David T. Swanson (compiled November 2, 2008) 

Interviewee: DAVID T. (“DAVID”) SWANSON 

Interviewer: Yona R. Owens 

Interview Date: Thursday, October 30, 2008 

Location: Raleigh, North Carolina 

Length: Approximately 53 minutes 

 

The interview was conducted at Lewis Clarke’s studio. Swanson was asked to recall his time as a 

student at North Carolina State University School (now College) of Design during the early 

1980s, and subsequent employment at Lewis Clarke Associates (LCA). Swanson discusses his 

own firm and career, and gives some insight into what makes Clarke an important historical 

character. He concludes with comments on the future of landscape architecture.  

 

Tape Log 

00:00:17 Where from and how got interested in landscape architecture 

     03:00 1980 went to NCSU School of Design 

     03:30 Met Kamphoefner who was retired but still came in 

     04:28 John Reuer and Clarke team taught a semester 

     05:55 Worked at Koger Center office but involved in move to Glen Eden 

     06:25 People who worked in office 

     07:50 Building Linville Ridge model 

     09:00 Worked at LCA for four years 

     09:22 Hunter, Reynolds, Jewell until 1988 then started own practice 

     10:50 His credits in the profession 

     12:00 Retrospect about LCA 

     14:36 Wayne McBride 

     15:00 Draftsman on Clarke’s projects 

     17:45 More projects that might form legacy 

     27:50 Clarke’s significance 

     31:15 Establishing fees 

     33:00 Willie York’s grotto 

     33:22 What made Clarke’s designs different 

     37:24 What kind of boss was Clarke? 

     42:20 Other projects 

     43:10 Anecdote about Jolly Roger Motel and a billboard 

     44:50 Frank Harmon and the new Zoo work; Hayes Howell and the African Pavilion 

and master plan 

     46:25 Team work 

     46:59 Clarke affected his practice 

     48:35 One important thing to know about Clarke 

     49:50 One important thing to know about David Swanson 

     51:00 Important thing to know about landscape architecture 

00:52:43 End of interview  


