
ABSTRACT 

 

SCRC Series: Lewis Clarke Oral Histories Project – MC 00191 

Field Notes: Kit Swinson Clarke (compiled October 20, 2008) 

Interviewee: KIT SWINSON CLARKE 

Interviewer: Yona R. Owens 

Interview Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2008 

Location: Raleigh, North Carolina 

Length: Approximately 40 minutes 

 

The interview was conducted at Clarke’s home. The interview questions allowed her to talk 

about her activities as the wife of Lewis Clarke, her employment with Lewis Clarke Associates 

(LCA), meeting nationally and internationally known landscape architects and planners, and 

subsequent work she did after divorce.  

 

Tape Log 

00:00:21 Where from? 

     00:41 Went to school and started her own business 

     01:30 How met Clarke and impressions 

     03:00 The wrecked car that led to lunch and a courtship 

     04:30 Best man was Cecil Elliott; married at Matsumoto’s house 

     05:09 Travel to England and Scotland for three months 

     05:43 1322 Modecai Dr. purchased 

     06:00 Pilot’s license (1956 lessons); first child born March 1957 

     07:00 Trip to West Coast in airplane; Aspen Design Conference 

     10:16 Eckbo impression; Bob Royston 

     11:40 Did she know Clarke was going to start a business in the basement? 

     13:00 Small gardens until met Jim Rouse 

     15:00 Basement of Rothgeb Dr.; Willie York’s Ballentine’s garden 

     17:10 Hired students and had practice 

     18:16 Coping with kids, business, and Clarke’s schedule 

     19:15 1966 Moved into Darien Dr; moved office to Hillsborough St. 

     20:20 Koger Center move and number of employees with Kit working, too 

     21:20 1974 Started Readers’ Corner in Raleigh, N.C. 

     24:30  Clarke stops teaching in 1968; office doing more commercial 

     26:18 Had a Cessna 310 airplane & worked all over country 

     28:00 Some students resented the success & talked of suing 

     28:30 Kamphoefner takes a stand 

     30:30 Entertaining people; Eckbo, Royston, Samuel Newsom 

     32:05 What was it like living in Darien Dr.? 

     36:00 Other projects 

     37:30 One important thing to know about Lewis Clarke? 

     38:20 One important thing to know about Kit Clarke? 

00:39:29 End of interview 


