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"I just wanted to compliment these efforts ... [the   Congressional Bibliographies] have enormously helped my research, and are a long-term archival effort that is very important for anyone studying congressional activity."

Rebecca Pearl Chang, Yale University, 8/28/08 email

"Are you planning to work your EXCELLENT congres- sional guide backwards in time to the Carter years?"

Nancy Mitchell, NCSU History professor, 7/31/07 email

The Congressional Bibliographies "is notable for simplifying complex, sometimes elusive, material and making it easy to locate."

Betty A. Gard, ALA, RUSA, awards committee chair, 2004 Gale Group Award for Excellence


in Reference and Adult Services

Purpose
The Congressional Bibliographies' primary goal is to be an authoritative, exhaustive reference source of meetings held and documents released by House and Senate committees.  Its second goal is to study the problem of "fugitive documents" found among Senate committee hearings.

The Congressional Bibliographies focus on a select few of the types of publications issued by Congress as a part of the legislative process - hearings, prints, and publications.  Its greatest emphasis is on Senate hearings.

Much of the work of Congress occurs in committees where members receive information from witnesses in hearings.  Congress is interested in a wide range of topics, from foreign policy to finance, from agriculture to public health and sports.  The transcripts of committee hearings are of great value in researching the issues facing our nation and the world.  The Congressional Bibliographies identifies hearings held, hearings published, and hearings unpublished; and facilitates researchers' access to this important body of literature.
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The Congressional Bibliographies project pursues its two goals with four different products.

* Authoritative lists of printed Senate Hearings, Prints and Publications

* Statistics and lists of Senate Unprinted Hearings

* Chronological lists of meetings held by House and Senate committees

* Searchable database of House and Senate committee meetings

There are government and commercial products that index the Congressional Record.  (For a comparison of them with the Congressional Bibliographies' U.S. Congressional Committee Meetings Index, refer to the appendix.)  By focusing on smaller units of data – committee meeting records rather than entire Daily Digest issues as database entries – NCSU has been able to provide a resource that allows more precise searching than does any other available product.

Backgound
Congressional Documents and Reports comprise the Congressional Serial Set, and carry the designations S.Doc., S.Rpt., H.Doc., and H.Rpt.

In 1983 the Senate adopted similar designations for Hearings, Prints and Publications - S.Hrg., S.Prt, and S.Pub.  The House did not introduce these series designations.

Documents and Reports are authoritatively described in the publication, United States Congressional Serial Set Catalog.  In 1983, GPO promised to issue a similar title to enumerate Senate Hearings, Prints and Publications.  GPO issued only one such volume covering the years 1983-1984.

Authoritative lists of Senate Hearings, Prints and Publications
Since 1985 NCSU has been the sole source of these comprehensive lists of hearings, prints, and publications.  Its data source is now 1) GPO's catalog and 2) the U.S. Senate Library.  Senate Library staff resolve issues, primarily involving missing sequence numbers, that we bring to their attention.  These interactions with the Senate Library insure that NCSU's data is comprehensive.

Data for printed Senate hearings, prints and publications are presented in three sequences:  by number, by committee and then in numerical order, and by title.  There are three files per Congress from 1983 to the present.

The site has grown since its initial beginning.  It has become a resource that any person seeking information about Congressional committee information will find useful.

Statistics and Lists of Senate Unprinted Hearings
It is commonly assumed that all hearings, save those that are confidential for security reasons, are available in depository libraries.  This assumption is false.  Not all hearing transcripts are published.  There are fugitive documents even within the halls of Congress.  Citizens should hold their representatives accountable and demand that all hearings be published.  

The Congressional Bibliographies is the sole source demonstrating the scope of this issue.  It is the only resource to which concerned users may turn to determine that a particular hearing remains unpublished.  The site provides this information in two ways, in summary statistical form, in its "Senate Report Cards."  Users can also determine the topics of hearings that Congress has not published in annual files that list those hearings for which transcripts have not been printed.

Chronological lists of meetings held by House and Senate committees
The Congressional Bibliographies summarize in text files all the meetings held by Congressional committees.  The data source for the meeting information is the "Daily Digest," a portion of the Congressional Record.   Hearings comprise a subset of the meetings found in the Daily Digest.

In order to compile the Senate Report Cards, and to learn how conscientiously Congress fulfills its duty of informing the nation about its work, one needs to know now many hearings Congress holds.  The Congressional Record's Daily Digest provides the universe of meetings held by Congressional committees.

Furthermore, the Daily Digest entries are themselves a source of useful information.  Those records are presented on Congressional Bibliographies pages in two forms:  annual chronological lists of all meetings of committees, from both the Senate and House.  The current year's records cumulate through the year.  These records are also the data source for the U.S. Congressional Committee Meetings Index, currently being redesigned. 

Searchable database of House and Senate committee meetings
NCSU's database of committee meetings consists of records each of which describes an individual meeting.  The records in other database products (GPO, Thomas, LexisNexis) describe all the meetings that took place on a single day.  NCSU's records are much more specific - more granular - than are the records searched by comparable products.

In all of these other products, the records that are searched contain the entire contents of a given day's Daily Digest.  Included in an issue of the Digest is a section of "Committee Meetings scheduled for the following day."  When one searches for a meeting by a specific committee on a certain day, the results one received from GPO Access, Thomas and LexisNexis include meetings calendared for other days.  All those applications return false hits.

For further comparison of the Congressional Bibliographies with other products, see the Appendix below.

Compliments from users of the Congressional Bibliographies
Kathy Levitt

Venice, CA

6/5/07 email

Mr. Jack McGeachy - You are doing a great job. I am just flummoxed.

I am searching for transcripts or film of the 03/03/1999 JOINT SENATE ENERGY AND SENATE INDIAN AFFAIRS.  I have found film at ABC, but they have no transcripts. Could you please advise me in my stumbling? Many thanks, and best wishes.

- - - - -

Lois Corcoran

Administrative Assistant, Quality Assurance & Regulatory Affairs, 

Philips Medical Systems, Seattle WA 98121

8/23/07 email

Thanks for the info!

- - - - - 

Kristin Thornblad 

Legislative Reference Specialist, Office of General Counsel, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

11/5/07 email

Thank you so much for your help. I now have successfully accessed the

meeting index and its search function. I most appreciate your time.

- - - - -

Kerry Simmons

3rd year Law Student, John Marshall Law School 

1/28/08 email

Hello, Your site is extremely useful. I am hoping that you could help me locate the above referenced Senate Hearing Report (No. 98-1029) from 1984. I note that this report is listed in your archive. Is this in a form in which a viewer can read this?  If so, please advise on how I can access this.

- - - - -

Thomas Adamich

President, Visiting Librarian Service, New Philadelphia, OH

5/14/08 email

Thanks for your efforts as profiled in GOVDOC-L.  I manage the Gov

Doc Kids Group wiki and created the following link to your resources:

http://govdocs4children.pbwiki.com/Congressional+Bibliographies 

- - - - -

Mark Dube

Marketing Coordinator, Safelawns, New Gloucester, ME 

7/16/08 email

Your service is amazing, what a resource!

unfortunately I'm sure you are aware of the fact that "This feature [the Congressional Meetings Index] of the U.S. Congressional Bibliographies is not presently available. Its software will be replaced by a database application."

Any idea when this may be accessible again? Or if there is another route to go by in order to acquire transcripts? 

- - - - -

Andrew J. Taylor

Chair and Professor of Political Science, NCSU

7/17/08 email

The Congressional Bibliographies database is extremely valuable as both a research and teaching tool.  I am currently using it for research I'm undertaking on legislative seniority.  As part of the project, I need to know the committee meetings at which members testified.  The CB database has saved research assistants and myself a great deal of time and effort.

As for teaching, I point students in the direction of the database in my PS 301 and 502 classes.  They find it very useful when they are researching legislative histories.

- - - - -

Dana Gabbard

Library Assistant, Government Documents Dept., Southwestern Law School

Editor, DocTech-L

8/5/08 post to DocTech-L

U.S. Congressional Bibliographies:  "Very impressive."

- - - - -

Wikipedia 

gives the Congressional Bibliographies as its sole link to hearings

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_hearing#Links

Appendix
The following table compares NCSU's Congressional Committee Meetings Index (CCMX) with GPO Access, Thomas, and LexisNexis Academic:
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By focusing on a smaller set of data – committee meeting records rather than entire Daily Digest issues as database entries – NCSU has been able to provide a resource that allows more precise searching for matches with user-selected criteria than does any other available product.

Congressional Bibliographies

Talking Points

Goals
1.  To be an authoritative, exhaustive reference source of meetings held and documents released by House and Senate committees.  

2.  To enable users to identify "fugitive documents" found among Senate committee hearings.

Products

1.  Authoritative lists of Senate Hearings, Prints and Publications
* NCSU is the sole source of comprehensive lists of printed Senate Hearings, Prints and Publications.

* Primary audience:  Government documents librarians.

2.  Statistics and Lists of Senate Unprinted Hearings
* NCSU identifies unprinted Senate hearings.  No other entity investigates these "fugitive documents" created by Congress itself.

* Primary audience:  Researchers and advocates of open government.

3.  Chronological lists of meetings held by House and Senate committees
* NCSU captures the essence of all Congressional committee meetings in easy to browse text files.

* Primary audience:  Researchers and public policy students.

4.  Searchable database of House and Senate committee meetings
* NCSU has also offered the meeting data (product 3) in a sophisticated database.

* NCSU's data is more precise than that offered by other products.


- Its records are more granular.


- It returns data for a meeting; other products return data for a day.

* Primary audience:  Researchers and public policy students.

Enhancements
* Restoration of the searchable database, U.S. Congressional Committee Meetings Index.

* Linkage to GPO catalog to search for full text hearings found in print in depository libraries, and in .pdf at GPO.

